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Janes ArpeaT, Se. 


850 Was born in the city of Bovkwou z 
my mother was the eldeft daughter of 
1 5 the reigning King of ZaRRA, of 
e A which Bo uRNOU is the chief city. 
I was the youngeſt of fix children, and particu- 
larly loved by my mother, and my grandfather 
almoſt doated on me. 
I had, from my infancy, a curious turn of 
mind; was more grave and reſerved in my diſpo- 
ſition than either of my brothers and ſiſters. 1 
often teazed them with queſlions they could not 
anſwer: for which reaſon they Uiſliked me, as 
they ſuppoſed that T was either fooliſh, or inſane. 
Twas certain that I was, at times, very unhappy 
in myſelf: it being ſtrongly impreſſed on my mind 
that there was ſome S Man of power 
which reſided above the fun, moon and ſtars, the 
objects of our worſhip. My dear indulgent mo- 
ther would bear more with me than any of my 
friends beſide.—T often raiſed my hand to heaven, 
and aſked her who lived there? Was much diſſa- 
-  tisfied when ſhe told me the ſun, moon and ftars, 
being perfuaded, in my own mind, that there 
muſt be ſome SUPERIOR PowER..—— i was 
rde loſt in wonder at the ron the 
| Creation: 
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Creation: was afraid, uneaſy and reffleſs, but 


” 


cculd not tell for what, * fe to be informed 
0 


cf things that no perſon could tell me; and was 
. always diſſatisfied.— Theſe wonderful injpreſfiors 
begun in my childhood, and followed me con- 
tinually *till I left my parents, which affords me 
matter of admiration and thankfulnels. — 
To this moment I grew more and mare uveaſy 
every day, in ſo much that one ſaturday, (which 
is the day on which we keep our ſabbath) I la- 
boured under anxieties and fears that cannot be 
expreſſed ; and, what is more extraordinary, 1 
ceuld not give a rea'on for it. I rofe, as our 
cuſtom is, about three o'clock, (as we are obliged 
to be at our place of worſhip an hour before the 
ſun riſe) we ſay nothing in our worſhip, but con- 
tinue on our knees with our hands held up, ob- 
ſerving a ſtrict filence till the ſun is at a certain 
height, which I ſuppoſe to be about ten or eleven 
o'clock in England: when, at a certain ſign made 
by the prieſt, we get up (our duty being over) 
and diſperſe to our different houſes. Our place 
of meeting is under a large palm tree; we divide 
ourſelves into many congregations. ;. as it is im- 
poſſible for the ſame tree to cover the inhabitants 
of the whole city, though they are extremely 
large, high and imajeſtic ; the beauty and uſeful- 
neſs of them are not to he deſcribed ; they ſup- 
ply the inhabitants of the country with meat, 
drink and clothes ;® the body of the palm wee 
© 7: is a penerally receivell epinion, in England, that - 
the natives 7 go wr" row ; Bur this ap- 
poſition-is very anja i they have a kind of dreft ſo as 
co appear decent, though it is very fiight and thin. 4 
3 | | R 
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is very large 3 at a certain ſeaſon of the year they 
tap it, and bring veſſels to receive the wine, of 


which they, draw great quantities, the quality of : 


which is very delicious: the leaves of this tree are 
of a filky nature; they are ver g and ſoft; 
when they are dried and pulled e it” his 
much the ſame appearance as the Engliſh flax, 


and the inhabitants of Boux Not manufacture it 


for cloathing, &c. This tree likewife produces a 
plant or ſubſtance which has the appearance of a 
cabbage, and very like it, though in taſte much 
preferable: it grows between the branches. Alſo 
the palm tree produces a nut. Tomething like a 
cocoa, which contains a kernel, in which is a large 
quantity of a liquid reſembling oil very pleaſant 


ds the taſte: the ſhell is of a hard ſubſtance, and 


of a very beautiful appearance. Bows and ar- 
rows are likewiſe made of the branches of this 


tree, being of an exceeding tough nature, not 


unlike whalebone. | 


I hope this digreffion will be forgiven.—T was 


going ro obſerve that after the duty of our ſabbath 
was over (on the day in which I was more dif- 
treſſed and afflicted than ever) we were all on our 
way home as uſual, when a remarkable black 
cloud aroſe and covered the fun ; then followed 
very heavy rain, and thunder more dreadful than 


ever Thad heard: the heavens roared, and the earth 


trembled at it: I was highly affected and caſt 
down; inſomuch that I wept ſadly, and could not 


follow my relations and friends home, — Il w 
obliged to ſtop, and felt as if my legs were tied; 


they ſeemed to ſhake under me: fo I flood fill, 
being in great fear of the MAM of Powan that k 
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= was perſuaded in myſelf lived above. One of my 


y E young companions (who. entertained a particular 
1 friendſhip for me and I for him) came back to fee 


33 ſor me: he aſked me why I ſtood ſtill in ſuch very. 

0 hard rain? I only ſaid to him that my legs were 
weak, and I could not come faſter : he was much 
affected te ſee me cry, and took me by the hand, 
and ſaid he would lead me home, which he did. 

My mother was greatly alarmed. at my farrying. 

z out in ſuch terrible weather; ſhe aſked me many. 
queſtions, ſuch as what I did ſo fox, and if 1 was, 
well? My dear mother, ſays I, pray tell me 

I who is the GREAT Man of Powz x that makes 

f the thunder? She ſaid, there was no power but 

7 the ſun, moon and ſtars; that tney made all our 

4 \ country. I then enquired how all our people 
1 came? She anſwered me, from one another ;. 
and ſo carried me to many generations back.—- 
Then, fays I, who made the Hirſt Man? and 


- 


— 


j who made the firſt Cow, and the firſt Lion, and 
where does the Fly come from, as no one can 
ö ; make him? My mother ſeemed in great trouble; 

| the was apprehenſive that my ſenſes were impair- 
8 ed, or that I was fooliſh. My father came in, 


and ſeeing her in grief, aſked the cauſe; but 
when ſhe related our converſation to him, he was 
exceedingly angry with me, and told me he would 
puniſh me ſeverely if ever I was ſo. troubleſome 
again; fo that I reſolved never to. ſay. any thing 
more to him. But I grew very unhappy in my - 
ſelf; my relations and acquaiatance endeavoured 
by all the means they could think on, to divert 
me, by taking me to ride upon goats, (which is 
much the cuſtom of our country) and to hogs 
| TY with 
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_ fatisfaRion at all in any of theſe: things; 225 
could 1 be "cafy* by any means whatever ; CE w4 
parents were very unhappy to ſee me fo deje 
| 0nd melancholy. 
About this time there came a watches Hi 
the Oo/d Caf (the third city in Guixz A: 10 
traded with the inhabitants of our equntty in iypry | 
and gold duſt: he took great notice of my, un. 
— efittiation, andrenquil ed into the cauſe; en. 
ec vaſt c oncefn for — and faid, if my pa- 
— would part wich me f or 4 little while, and 
let him take me home with him, it would be 
more ſervice ta me than any thing, they could. do 
for me He told me that if I would go with him 
1 ſhould ſee houſes with wings to the! walk « af = 
the water, and ſhould alſo Te the white folks 
and that he had many ſons of my age "who ſhout 1 
be my companions; and he added do all this that 
he would bring me "fafe back again ſoon, — I was 
highly pleaſed with the account of this ſtrang 
place, and was very defirous of going —1 ſeemed 
fenſible of a ſecret impulfe upon my mind which 
 Teould not refift, that feemed to tell me I muff g 
When my dear mother ſaw that 1 wal willing to 
leave them, ſhe fpoke to my father and grandfa- 
ther and the reſt of my relations, who al "agreed 
that I ſhould accompany the merchant to e Gold | 
Coaſt, promiſing him to load all his camels with 
the richeft produce of the country when he brought 
me ſafe back. I was the more willing to go as my 
brorhers and ſiſters deſpiſed me, and looked on me 
with contempt on the account of my unhap ppy 
enen and even my ſervants flighted me, and 
; | diſregarded 
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ere forry to pram 
ith. me upon à 
Mies. . The Irv . nr journey & 
. Foods: at ves from the 
| veil Ne 1 es fires 7 aa — us; we and 
els kept within r or we muſt haue 
| 10H NN Hulu lions, and. other wild 
creatures, that roared. terribly as. ſoon as; night 
came on, and continued to do ſo till morning. — 
| There can be little ſaid in favour of the country 
"hg which, we paſled; only L | 
37 | be 
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Ne * er, ng 

wa Tort: of males fes and col our; and 
| Leaped in a variety. of forms, in a wonderful man- 
ner.—lt is moſt. of it veined with gold, mixed 
with ftriking and beautiful calours 3 fo 29 when 
the ſun darts upon it, it is as tas 
can be imat ned. The merchant that brought 
me from Boy n.NOV, was in partnerſhip with 


anot 
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another gentleman, who accompanied us; he was 
very un illiag mat de ſhoufd take me from home, 
, he ſaid, he forclaw many difficulties that 
| would attend my going with them. He endea- 
- voufed t prevail on the merchant to Hr me 
into a vety deep pit that was in che valley, but he 
refuſed tb liſten co kim, and ſaid, he was yeſdlyed 
To cike cate of me: but the Scher Was 
© aliflaeivhict?; atid when we came to a 2 Which 
we were obliged © to paſs through, he purpoled 
athrowing- nie in and drow ning me; dut the mer- 
Dunt would not conſent to it, do trat I Was 


1 tied "il e fur ee entry, 
| then began to make preparations for ni | 
by catti * large "quantities of for anght, 
make fires to'preſerve us from the wild deute 
14 bad a very unhappy and diſeontented 42 
being in continual fear that tte people 1 wit wi 
woufſd murder me. I often reflected with e- 
treme regret on the kind friends Thad left, 
. the ner of my dear mothet frequently Utew en 555 
from my eyes. I cannot recolſect how'To 25 
wete in going froth Bouxnov to che . os 
but as there is no ſhipping nearer” to Bo 
than that city (Dun? it was tedious” in yeh 
hung ſo far » hand, upwards of 'a thouſand 


"miles. [was heartily rejoiced when we arrived 
at the end of our journey: I aow vaidly' nici. 
ed that all my troubles and inquietudes would 
minateè here 3 but could T have lopked' into Wed 
«rity, I fhouſd have perceived that 1 had much 
more to ſuffer thanzl had before experienced, and 
gray had s yet bur * 


I was 
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3 was now more than a thouſand miles from 
home, without a friend or any means to procuro 
one. Soon after I came to the merchant's houſe 
Ibeard the drums beat remarkably loud, and the 
. trumpets blow; the perſons accuſtomed to - this 

_. employ. are obliged to go upon à very high ſtruc- 
ture appointed for chat purpeſe, that the ſound 

- might be heard at a great diſtance. I was, mightily 
_ pleaſed with ſounds ſo entirely ne to me, and 
was very inquiſitive to know the cauſe of this 
rejoicing, and aſked. many, queſtions concerning 
it: I was anſwered. that it was meant as a com- 

pliment to me, becauſe I a gl to * 
N Bounnou. 
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N 5 le — 1 ihe water with wings to 
7 ES | the * e but 1 was figs in- 
1 fo that their ing imagined that I was ſent 
if \ by my father as a ſpy, vp would make ſuch diſ- 
| 23 _  coveriesgt my return home that would enable 
| 5 them to to make war with the greater advantage to 
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{ ourlelves; and for theſe reaſons he had reſolved I 
7 ſhoulg never return to my native country. When 
I heard this I ſuffered miſery. that cannot be de- 
7 ſeribed.—1 wiſhed a thou and times that I had 


5 } never left my Friends and country,—But ſtill the 
By 18 ArxiOhT V as pleaſed to work nen. 
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| The morning I was to die, Rune dete and 
al my gold — made bright and ſhining, 
and then carried to the palace, where the king 
was to behead me himfelf (as is the cuſtom of the 
place). He was ſeated upon a throne at the top 
of an exeerding large yafd, or court, which you 


muſt go roy Jour enter the palace; it is as wide 


and ſpacièus as a large field in IU had 
a lane of life - guards to go through. I gueſſed 
it to be about three hundred paces. 
I was conducted by my friend, the merchant, 
about half way up; then he durſt proceed no 


further: I went up to the. King alone, with an 


nntainte@eonrage, and it pleaſe God to melt the 


heart of te king, who fat” with his ſeymitar in 


his hand: ready to behead me; yet, being himſelf 
ſo affected, he dropped it, and took me upon his 


knee and wept over me. I put my right hand 


round his neck, and preſt him ts my heart. 


The King then called the merchant, and'enquired 


of him the eauſe of my being brought thither ; 


imimating to him, that my ſtay in that place 


would enable me to learn the ſtrength of the in- 
habitants, and at my return ſhould inform the 
people of BourNov thereof, who would doubt» 
leſs come and ravage the country: the merchaift 
in vindication of himſelf told the'king, that I was 
fooliſh, and that my parents ſuffered him to bring 
me to ſee the ſhips in hopes it might reſtore me 

to my wonted chearfulneſs, offering to take me 
back. —The' king fat me down and bleſt me; and 
added, that he would not kill me, and thac I 
ſhould not go home, but be ſold for a flave. I then 


was conducted back —_ tothe e 8 moſs 
h 
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The next day he 8 on board a French 


mY brig 3: but the captain did not chuſe to buy me: 


he ſaid I was too ſmall; ſo the merchant took me 
om with him again. 

The partner, whom I have ſpoken of as my 
enemy, was very angry to fee me return, and 
again puxpoſed putting an end to my life; for he 
repreſented to the other, that I ſhould bring them 
into troubles and difficulties, and that I'-was * 
little that no perſon would buy me. 

The merchant's reſolution began to waver, 


and I was indeed afraid that I ſhould be put to 


death; but however he ſaid he would uy me once 
more. | 
A few days after A Dutch ſhip. came into the 
harbour, and they carried me on board, in hopes 
that the captain would purchaſe me. As they 
went, I heard them agree, that, if they could 
not ſell me then, they would throw me over board. 
l was in extreme agonies when I heard this; 


and as ſoon as ever 1 ſaw the Dutch captain, I 


ran to him, and put my. arms round him, and 
ſaid, Father, ſave. me, (for I knew that if be 
did not buy me, I ſhould be treated very ill, or, 
poſſibly, murdered. ;) and though he did not un- 
derftand my language, yet it pleaſed the AI- 
MIGHTY to influence him in my behalf, and he 
bought me for two yards 1 check, which is of 
more value there, than in England. , _ | + 

When I lett my dear mother I had a large 
quantity of geld about me, as is the * of 
our country; it was made into rings, and they 
were linked into one another, and formed into a 
Kind of chain, and ſo put round my neck, arms 
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and legs, and a large piece hanging at one ear 

almoſt in the ſhape of a pear. I found all this 

troublefome, and was glad when my new maſter 

took it from me.“ -I was now waſhed, and 

clothed in the Dutch or Engliſh manner. My 

maſter grew very fond of me, and I loved bim 

exceedingly. I watched every look, was always 
ready when he wanted me, and endeavoured to 
convince him, by every action, that my only 
pleaſure was to ſerve him well. I have ſince 
thought that he muſt have been a ſerious man. 
His actions correſponded very well with ſuch 2 
character. He uſed to read prayers in public to 
the ſhip's crew every Sabbath day ; and when 
firſt I ſaw him read, I was never ſo ſurpriſed in 
my whole life as when I ſaw the book talk to my 
maſter ; for I thought it did, as I obſerved him 
to look upon it, and move his lips.— wiſhed it 

would do ſo to me.— As ſoon as my maſter had 
done reading I followed him to the place where 
he put the book, being mightily delighted with it, 
and when nobody ſaw me, I opened it and put 
my ear down cloſe upon it, in great hope that it 
would ſay ſomething to me ; but was very ſorry 
and greatly diſappointed when I found it would 
not ſpeak, this thought immediately preſented 
itſelf to me, that every body and evety thing de- 


A 


ſpiſed me becauſe I was black. 


* If it is thought firange' that I foould be fold for 
ſuch a trifle with all my gold ornaments, it muſt be con- 
fidered, that a commodity ſo uncommon in Africa. is 7 1- 
Jued by the Blacks far beyond the quantity of gold I 2 
about me, which to them is very trifling. 7 
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I was exceedingly ſea ſick at firſt; but when I 
became more accuſtomed. to the fea, it wore aff. 
— My maſter's ſhip was bound for Barbadoes. 
When we came there, he theught fit to ſpeak of 
me to ſeveral gentlemen of his acquaintance, and 
one of them expreſt 2 particular deſire to ſee me. 
e had a great mind to buy me; but the cap- 
tain could not immediately be prevailed on to part 
with me; but however, as the gentleman ſeemed 
very ſolicitous, he at length let me go, and I was 
ſold for fifty dollars (four and ſixpenny pieces in 
Engliſh). My new maſter's name was Vanhurn, 
a young-gentleman ; bis home was in New Eng- 
land in the City of New York; to which place 
he took me with him. He dteſſed me in his li- 
very, and was vexy good to me. My chiet buſi- 
neſs was to wait at table and tea, and clean knives, 
and I had a very eaſy place; but the ſervants uſed 
to curſe and ſwear ſurprizingly ; which 1 learnt 
faſter than any thing, *twas almoſt the (it Eng 
liſh I lt, Ye any. of them affronted me, 
1 was ſure to call upon God to damn them imme- 
diately ; but I was broke of it all at once, ooca- 
ſioned by the carieftion of an old black ſervant 
that lived in the ſamily.— One day I had juſt 
cleaned the kniues for dinner, When one of the 
maids took one to cut bread and butter With; I 
was very angry with her, and called upon God 
to damn her ; when this old black man told me 
I muſt not ſay ſo. I aſked him why ? He replied 
there was a wicked man called the Devil, that 
lived in hell, and would take all chat ſaid theſe 
words, and put them in the thre and burn them. 

— This tertited me greatly, and 1 was 1 26 
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hroke of ſwearing.—-Soon after this, as I was 
placing the china for tea, my miſtreſs came into 
the room juſt as the maid had been cleaning it; 
the girl had unfortunately ſprinkled the wainſcot 
with the mop ; at which my miſtreſs was angry; 
the girl very fooliſmly anſwered her again, which 
made her worſe, and ſhe called upon God to damn 
Rer. —I was vaſtly concerned to hear this, as ſhe 
Was a fine: young lady, and very good to me, in- | 
ſomuch that I could not help ſpeaking to her,, 
Madam, ſays I, you muſt not fay ſo: Why, fays - "a 
ſhe? Becauſe there is a black man called the 10 
Devil. that lives in hell, and he will put you in 
the fire and burn you, and 1 ſhall be very forry 
for that. Who told you this “ replied my lady: 
Old Ned, fays I. Very well, was all her an- 
fwer : but ſhe told my maſter of it, and he or- 
dered that old Ned ſhould be tied up and whipped, 
and was never ſuffered to come into the kirchen 
with: the reft of the ſer vants after wards; My 
miſtreſs was: not angry with me, but rather di- 
uertad wich my ſimplieity, and, by way of talk, 
ſhe repeated what F had ſaid to many of her ac- 
1283 that viſited her; among the reſt, Mr. 
reelandhouſe, a very gracious, good miniſter, 
heard it, and he took a great deal of notice of 
me, and defwed my maſter to part with me to 
him He would not hear of itat firſt, but, being 
greatly perfaaded; he let me go, and Mr. Free- 
landhouſe gave Fifty pounds for me. He took 
me home with him, and made me knee! down. 
and put my two together, and prayed for 
me, and every night and morning he did the fame. 
AA could not make out what it was for, nor the 
3 B 3 Meaning 
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meaning of it, nor what they ſpoke to when 


they talked.— thought it comical, but I liked. 


it very well.—After I had been a little while with 
my new maſter I grew more familiar, and aſked 
him the meaning of prayer, ( could hardly 
ſpeak Engliſn to be underſtood :) he took great 


pains with me, and made me underſtand that he 


| prayed to God, who lived in Heaven; that He 
was my Father and BEST Friend. -I told him 
that this muſt be a miſtake; that my father lived 
at Bouxxou, and I wanted very much to ſee 
him, and likewiſe my dear mother, and ſiſter, 
and I wiſhed he would be fo good as to fend me 


home to them; and I added all I could think of 


to induce him to convey me back. I appeared 
in great trouble, and my good maſter was fo ature 
affected that the tears ran down his face. He 
told me that God was a GREAT and GooD 
Spixir, that He created all the world. and every 
perſon and thing in it, in Ethiopia, Afriea, and 


America, and every where. I was delighted when 


I heard this: There, ſays 1, I always thought ſo : 


when I lived at home] Now if I had wings like 
an eagle I would fly tell to my dear mother that 
God is greater than the ſun, moon, and ttarsz 
and that they were made by Him. 


I was exceedingly pleaſed with this afield s 


of my maſter's, becauſe it - correſponded ſo well 
with my own opinion; I thought now if I could 
but get home, I ſhould. be wiſer than all my coun- 


try- folks. my grandfather, or father, or mother, 


or-any of them—But though I was ſemewhat 
enlightened by this information of my maſter's, 


yet, I had no 'other mne God” but 1 9 7 8 4 


( 29 ) 

He was a Goos SPIRIT, and created every body, 
and every thing. I never was ſenſible in myſelf, 
nor had anyone ever told me, that He would 
puniſh the wicked, and love the juſt, I was on 
glad that T had been told there was a God becau ? 
I had always thought fo. 

My dear kind maſter grew very fond of me, 


as was his lady; ſhe put me to ſchool, but I was 


uneaſy at that, and did not like to go; but my 
maſter and miſtreſs requeſted me to learn in the 

ntleft terms, and perſuaded. me to attend my 

bool without any anger at all; at laſt, I came 
to like it better, and learnt to read pretty. well. 
My ſchoolmaſter was a good man, his name was 
Vanoſdore, and very indulgent to me,—l was in 
this ſtate when one Sunday [ heard my maſter 
preach. from theſe words out of the Revelations, 


Chap. i. v. 7. Behold, He cometh in the clouds, and 
every eye ſhall ſee him and they that pierced Him, 
Theſe words affected me exceſſively ; I was in 


great agonies becauſe I thought my maſter direc* 


ted ' them to me only'; and, I fancied, that 


he obſerved me with unuſual earneſtnels.— was 
farther confirmed in this belief as I looked round 
the church, and could ſee no one perſon beſide 
myſelf i in faeh grief and diſtreſs as I was; I be- 
gan to think that my maſter hated me, and was 
very defirous ts go heme to my own country z 
for I thought that if God did come (as he ſaid) 
He would beſure to be moſt angry with me, as I 
did not know what He was, nor had ever heard 
of him before. | 

I went home is great trouble, but ſaid rior 


to 12. body.—I was ſome wnat afraid of my maſ- 
T ett Of £01453 (OLD eee eee ter; 


1 . 
ter; I thought he diſtiked me,—The next text I 
heard him preach from was, Heb. xii.. 14. Ffol{aw 
Peace with all men, and holineſs , without which na 
nan ſpall ſee the LORD. Be ' preached the la 
fo ſeverely, that it made me tremble, —He ſaid, 
that GOD would judge the whole world. 
Ethiopia, Aſia, and Africa, and every where. 
F was now exceflively perplexed, and undeter- 
mined what to do; as. I had now reaſon to. be- 
Heve my ſituation would he equally bad. to 
to ſtay. I kept theſe thoughts to wyſelf, a I 
nothing to any perſan whatever. 
1 ſhould have complained to my yg ry ras * * 
* reat trouble of mind, but bad 
tle ſtf ange to me for ſeveral days: er this 
happened, accaſioned by a ſtory tald of. me. by 
one of the maids. The ſervants were all jealous, 
and envied me tbe regard and; favour ſhewn. me 
by my maſter and miſtreſs ; and the Devil being 
always ready and diligent ia wickedneſs, had. in- 
fluenced this girl to make a lie on me. I bis 
happened about hay harveſt, and, ane day when 
L was unloading the waggon. to: gut the, hay into 
the barn, ſhe watched an opportunity, in my, al» 
ſence, to take the fon out of the hich, and hide 
it: hen Icame again ta my work and could not 
Hd it, I was a good: deal. vexed, hut L concluded 
it was diogt ſomewhere, amang the, hay,z fo. 1 
went and bought another with. my, awa maney: 
when the girl ſaw that I had; ſhe was fa 
malicious that ſhe told my miſtreſs I Was, very un- 
faithful, and not the perſon ſne took me for; and 
that ſhe knew I had, withaut my maſter's. ger 
milkioB, ordered * things in his name, "he 
6 


( 2 x: | | 
he muſt pay for; and as a proof of my careleſſ- 
neſs produced the fork ſhe hal taken out of the 
tick, and ſaid ſhe had found it out of doots. 
My lady, not knowing the truth of theſe things, 
Was a little fhy to me, till he mentioned it, and 
| then I ſoon cleared myſelf, and convinced her 
chat theſe 2ccuſations were falſe. 
I continnet/in a moſt unhappy ſtate for many 
days. My good miſtreſs inſiſted on knowing what 
was the matter. When 1 made known my ſitua- 
tion, ſhe gave me John Bunyan on the holy war 
to read: I found his experience fimilar to m 
pwn, which gave me reaſon to ſuppoſe he muſt 
be a bad man; as I was canvinced .of my own 
corrupt nature, and the miſery of my own heart: 
and as he acknowledged that he was likewiſe in 
the ſame condition, I experienced no relief at all 
in reading his work, but rather the reverſe. I took 
the bock to my lady, and informed her I did not 
Aike it at all, it was concerning a wicked man as 
bad as my ſef; and I did not chuſe to read it, and 
I deſired her to give me another, Wrote by a 
better man that was holy and without fin. She 
aſſured me that John Bunyan was a good mana 
but the could not convince me; I thought him to 
de too much like 'mytelf to be upright, as his 
expertence/feemet to anſwer with my, o.¼õ nm. 
I am very ſenſtble that nothiꝭg hut the great 
power and unſpeakable mercies of the Lord could 
relieve my foul from the heavy burden it laboured 
under at that time. A few days after my maſter 


'gave me 'Baxter's Call to the Unconverted. This EE: 
was no relief to me neither; on the contrary it WY * 


vecaſioned as much difireſs in me as the other 74 | 
| 4, 1 ] PE” SERA : had ; w 
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had before * as it invited all to come to Chri/t 3 
and 1 found myſelf ſo wicked and miſerable that 
I could not come, This gonſideration threw me 
| into agonies that cannot be deſcribed; inſemuch 
that Ie even attempted to put an end to my life. 
I took one of the large caſe: knives and went into 
the ſtable with an intent to deftroy. myfelf; and 
as I endeavoured with all my ſtrength to force the 
knife into my fide, it bent double. I was in- 
ſtantly ſtruck with horror at the thought of my 
own raſhneſs, and my conſcience told me that 
"hag 1 ſucceeded in, this Wechbeel, ſheuld probably 
have gone to Hell. 3 
1 could find no relief, nor the leaſt ſhadow: of 
comfort; the extreme diſtreſs of my mind ſo 
affected my health that I continued very ill for 
three days and nights; and would admit of no 
means to be taken foi my. recovery, though my 
lady was very kind, and ſent many things to me ; 
but 1 rejected every. means of relief. and, wiſhed 
to die. I would not go into my own bed, but 
lay in the ſtable upon ſtraw. I felt all the hor- 
rors of a troubled conſcience, ſo hard to be borne, 
*and ſaw all the vengeance of God ready to over- 
take me. I was ſenſible that there was no way 
for me to be ſaved unleſs I came to CHRIST, | 
and I could not come to Him: tl thought it 'was 
n He ſhould receiye ſuch, A finner 38 


werbe laſt night that J continaed in. \ this . 
in the midſt of my diſtieſs theſe words were 
be ht home upon my mind, Behold the Lamb 
25 e. 1 was ſomething comforted at this, and 

gan to grow eaſier and wiſhed for day that [ 


might 
. 


1 (23) 
might find theſe words in my Bible. —I roſe very 
early the following morning, and went to my 
ſchool:maſter, Mr. Vanoſdore, and communi-' 
cated the fituation of my mind to him; he was 


great'y rejoieed to find me enquiring the way to 


ion, and bleſſed the Lord who had worked fo 
wonderfully for me a poor heathen.—[ was more 
familiar with this good gentleman than with my. 
maſter, or any other perſon; and found myſelf 
more at liberty to talk to him; he encouraged 
me greatly, and prayed with me frequently, and 
I was always benefited by his diſcourſe. 43 


About a quarter of a mile from my maſters 


houſe ſtood a large remarkable fine oak tree, in 
the midſt of a wood; I often uſed to be employ- 
ed there in cutting down trees, a work I was very 
fond of. I ſeldom failed going to this place every 
day; ſometimes twice a day if I could be ſpared. 


It was the higheſt pleaſure I ever experienced to 


ſet under this oak; for there I uſed to pour out 


all my complaints to the LORD: and when 1 ; 


had any particular grievance I uſed to go there 
and talk to the treę, and tell my ſorrows as if it 
had been to a friend. 5 12 
Here l often lamented my on wicked heart, 
and undone ſtate; and found more comfort and 
confolation than ever I was ſenſible of before. 
Whenever I was treated with ridiculeor contempt, 


I uſed to come here and find peace. I now began 5 


toreliſh the book my maſter gave me, Baxter's Call 
to the Unconverted,- and took great delight in it. 
I was always glad to be employed in cutting wood, 

it was a great part of my buſineſs, and I followed 
it with delight, as I was then quite alone, and 


1 : 
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my Ia AD. to GOD.. and I was: 8 to 
ray, continually; andiblefled for ever Be his 

ame, he faithfully. anſwered my prayers. I cam 

never be thankful, enough, to Almighty GOD: for 

the many. Pa opportunities I e 

nere. | 65 1 12010 

"oy is poſſible the circumſtance 1 be 
late Ka credit with many but this 1 
know, that the joy and comfort it conveyed to 
me cannot be expreſſed, and only coneeived by : 
thoſe who have experienced the like. 

I was one day in a-moſt- delightful ſramè of 
mind; my heart: ſo overflo wed with love and gra- 
titude to the Author of all my comforis. T was 
ſo drawn out of myſelf, and ſo filled and awed by 
the Preſence of God, that I ſaw' (ot thenght I 

ſaw). light inexpreſſible datt down from fleaven 
upon me, and ſhone around me for the ſpace of a 
inute .I ,continged on my knees, and joy un- 
ſpeakable took poſſeſſton of my foul: Tne peate 
and ſerenity that filled my mind after this was 
wonderful, and cannot be told. I woule' not 
have changed ſituations, or been any one but 
ſelf ſor the whole world. I bleſt God for Yy 
poverty, that I had no worldly riches or grande ur 
to draw my heart from Him. - 1 :wiſhed at that 
time, if it had bren poſſible for me, tò havr con- 
tinued on that ſpot for ever. I ſelt an unwilling4 
neſs in myſelt to have any thing more to do with 
the world, or to mix with ſociety: IJ ſeemed 
to poſleſs a full aſſurance that my 5 were for- 
given me. 1, went home ally way rejo icingy! 
and this text of ſoripture dame, full upan mi 
mind. * 1 will make an everlaſting NO 

: wil 
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old 'ſchook maſter, and nate known to. him” the 


- happy nate of my foul; end joihed With. me i in 
praiſe to God fot his merry to me the vileſt of 


were deſtrous to ſee me 5 but I choſe: to continue 


with my miſtreſs, who was as good to me as 11 | 
| wy had been my mother. | 


| — fuch fl , and diffreſs me wit 
——_— 


,. 


* ; 


. e 00 as. * 


with thee, Bor I 106 itt Torn * 1 . 


to do them gon; buy Ii pur . N 2. „ 
bearts thut they ſhall nor dh. re The firſt 
opportunity that preſented itfaf, 1 went: to my 


ſinners 1 was n perfectly eaſy, and had hard- 

ly a wiſn to make beyond what Polfelfed, —_—  -: 

my temporal comfort were all blaſted by the - 

death'of my dear and worthy aafter Mr. Free- 

lndhouſeg who was taken from tis world rather 

faddenly'; he had but a {tort illneſs, and died of 

fever, \Fh9 his hand in mine when he de- 
ted; he told — he had given me my freedom. 

pu was at liberty to go where I would.—He ad- 

ded that he — ys 1 for me, and ho ed 

I ſheuld be kept unto t maſter 

me by his Will ten pöunds, and 91 reedom. 
1 found thx if he had lived *twas bis intention 

00 tuke me wirn um to Holland, as he had often 

mentioned me to ſome friends of bis there that 


= los of Mr, Freelshdhicuſe diſtreſfed me 
„ But F'wis rendered Rin more unhappy 
re _ _— Maple fituation of my 


mind; 0 ſoul being ready 
to torment e ae preſent my own 1. 7 


— 


feats, 4 L . ſenſe of my, own 
dk tac” that after all the comfort and en- 


coutapement 'I had „ I was often 8 5 


8 


Vas ready to ſink under my trouble. Wherefore - 


miniſters of the Goſpel.—l. continued with 


to believe L ſhould be a ciſt- why at laſt.——The | 
more I faw of the Beauty and Glory of God, the 
more I was humbled under a ſenſe of my own 
vileneſs. I often repaired to my old place of 
prayer ; I ſeldom came away without conſolation; 
One day this Scripture. Was. wonderfully rr 
to my mind, Aud ye are compleat in Him whic | 
the Head of all principalities and power. he 
Lord was pleaſed to comfort me by the applica- 
tion of many gracious promiſes at times when 1 


— 


He is able alſo to ſave them to the uttirmoſi that 
come unto God by Him, ſeeing He ever liveth to make 
interceſſion for. them. Hebrews x. ver. 14. For 
by one offering He hath per fected farauer them at 
are ſanctiſſed. d. ; l 
My kind indulgent miſtreſs lived but two 8 : 
after my maſter, Her death was a great affliction 
to me. She left five ſons, all young men, and. 


them all, one after anpther, till they died: they 
lived Pur four years after their parents. „When 
it pleaſee God to take them to Himſelr, I Was left 
| git deſtitute, without a friend in the world. 
ut I who had ſo often experienced the Goodneſs 
of 'GOD, truſted in Him to do what He pleaſed 
with I this helpleſs condition I went in 
the wood to prayer as uſual ;_ and: though the ſnow 
was a conſiderable height, I. was not ſenſible of 
cold, or any other incenveniency. At times 
indeed when I ſaw the world frowning round me, 
I was tempted to think that the LORD had for- 
ſaken me; I found great relief from che c ontem- 
1 of theſe words in n al. v. 16. Behold 
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I have chives CI on the palms of my hands; thy | 
walls are continually before ne. And very many 


comfortable promiſes were ſweetly applied to me. 
The'lxxxix: Pfalm and 34th verſe, My. covenant 


will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out _ 


of my lips: Hebrews chap. xvi. v. 17, 18. Phil- 
UP, chap. i. v. 6; and ſeveral more, 
As I had now loft all my dear and valued friends 
every place in the world was alike to me. 1 had 
for a great while entertained a deſire to come to 
ENGLAND. —T imagined that all the inhabitants 
ot this iſland were holy; becauſe all thoſe that had 
= my maſter from thence were good, (Mr. 
Whitfield was his particular friend) and the au- 


thors of the books that had been given me were al 
_ Engliſh. But above all places in the world 


wiſhed to ſee Kidderminſter; for I could not but 
think that on the ſpot. where Mr, Baxter had 


lived,” and preached, the people muſt be all 


righteous.” 


The ſituation of my affairs required that 1 


ſhould-tarry a little longer in NEW York, as 
was ſomething in debt, and was embarraſſed how 


to pay it. About this time a young gentleman, 


that was a particular acquaintance of one of my. 
young | maſters, pretended to be a friend to me, 
and promiſed to pay my debts, which were three 
unds; and he aſſured me he would never expect 
money again. But in leſs than a month he 
eame and demanded it; and when 1 aſſured 10 0 
had nothing to pay, he threatened to ſell me. 
Though I knew he had no right to do that, yet 
as I had no friend in the world to go to, it alarmed 


me 0 — At 2 he purpoſed my going 2 


privateer- 


* 


*; vs T * 
n 


* privateeriog, that I might by theſs means be da- 


(28) 


abled to pay him, to which I agreed. Qur Cape: 
tain's nas WAS =—— WP I went. in charactar 
of cook to him. Near St. Domingo we came vp 
to five French fhips, merchant men. We had 3 
very ſmart engagement that continued from eight 


in the morning till three in the afternoon ;. whey 


victory declared on our fide,—Soon after this we 
were met by three Engliſh ſhips, which joined 
us, and that encouraged us to attack a fleet of 
thir ty- fix ſhips.—We boar ded the three rſt, and 
then followed the others, and had the ſame ſuccels 


with twelve; but the reſt eſcaped us. There 
was à great deal of blood ſhed; and I was near 
death ſeveral times, bat the LORD preſerved me. 
I met with many enemies, and much perſecu- 


tion among the ſailors : one of them was partieu - 
 arly unkind to me, and ſtudied ways to ven and 
trage me.—l cannot belp mentioning ne gircumr + 
Hince that hurt me more than all the reſt, which 
was, that he ſnatched a book out of my hagd thee | 
I was very fond of, and uſed frequently to amuſe 


myſelf with, ang threw it into the (ea. wwe But 
what is remarkable, he was the firk that was 


kilted in our engagement. — I do not pretend a 
toy Gat this Papprned, becauſe, be e nos mg! 
friend; but I thought it was. a very awiul pro- 


E 


vidence to ſee how the enemies of the LO O are 
cut Ot. S 2 0 Sg 

Qu Captain was 2 cruel hard-hearted man, 1 
was excellively ſorty for the priſoners we took in 
general ; but th Sehe, 
man grieved me to the heart. He appeared very 


A * 


— 


pitiable caſe of ane yaung gene- 


.. 


E - 

Wenk four couſanul a Rem him ; bet 
did not fatisfy hm, as he fimagined he was 
ſſeſſedd of more, and had Lomewbere eoibealed its 
id that the Cuptaiti threatened him With — 4 
Wich he ppenred in the deepeſt diftreſy) 

the buckles ont ef His fhoes, and urtisd Nis Hair, 
- which was very- Ane anll long, ani in which feve- 


ral very valeable rings were faffenet, He cue 


into the Cabin © Wie, and in the mot pbligit 
term imaginable affect. for ſomethitig to edt a 


rink; which when 1 ge him, he as id thank» 


ful und pretty dn His miner, chat my Heart bled 
for dim s and H hearty Bed that 1 Cad hive 
ſpoken in any lunguage mu which the ſhi nw 
would not fave underftool me, that 


have let him tnown His danger; he | Yang * 


Captain ſay he wis reſolved a his death: 

ne put his barbarous de 

too hit un K one of the Talbots, aud 

there they ſhot him. 
Ton crcamftante fetch this ee 


| <ovld net put Aim vat of ity ted 2 Iu Va | 


| — we retirned to New Lokk, 
among us Sh 
upon to wang 


2 & waſted 
WES now f hs cif 
my „ wo Know if he chioſe to 
with avs wv . my monkey, dr if f oc 
briag . N en 
the Captain faid in thoney on 

an hundred and thirty five 
d Mt. — to take what 1 
z and he ſwept it all inte his 
C3 _  handker- 


—— 
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kunikerchief, and would never b be prevailed on to | 
give me a farthing of money, nor any thing at all 
beſide; And he likewiſe ſecured a hogſhead of 
ſugar, Which was my due from the ſame ſhip. 


| . The Captain was very angry with him: for this 
piece 1 ruelty to me, as was euery other. perſon 


that heard it. — But I have reaſon to believe (as he 
was one of the principal merchants in the city) 
that he tranſacted buſineſs for him, and on =g 
account did not chuſe to quarrel with him. 
i this time a very) worthy. gentleman; 1 
"merchant," bis name Dunſchm, took me under 
his protection, and. would have recoyered my 
, money, for me if I hadchoſe it: by: I told him to 
let it alone; that I had rather be quiet I be- 
 Tieved i it would never proſper. with him, and ſo it 


happened; for by a ſeries. of loſſes and mistor- 


tunes he became poor, and was ſoon after drown- 

ed, as he was on a party of pleaſure. The veſſel 

s driven out to ſeas, and.ſtruckjagainſt a rock, 
y Which means every foul pęriſhed. 

Is was very much eiſtreſſed., hen 1 hentd it, 
and felt greatly for his family, who were reduced 
to very low Circumſtances. ——l. never knew how 
to ſet a proper value en money. It. I bad butza 
little meat $499 diink to ſupply, the preſent neeeſ- 
"far ies of life 1 never wiſhed for more ; and when 
I bad any IT always gave it if ever I ſaw an object 
in Ffrefs. If it was not for my. dear wife and 
| children I ſhould pay as little regard to: money 
now as [ did at that time, I continued ſome 
time with Mr. Dunſcum as his ſervant; he was 
very kind to me. — But I hay a yaſt ineligation to 
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, mou pleaſe providence to Y 2 clear way for 
me to ſee this Hand. 1. entertained a a notion that 
if I could get to ENGLAND, I ſhould” never 
mbre expetienice either cruelty or/ingratitude, fo 
that I Was very. deſirbus to get Amon Chriſtians, 
1 knew Mr. Whithad very — — bad heard 
him preuch often at NRœπ] VoRK. EIn this diff 

tion Tlifted in the twenty eighth regiment of 
foot, who were deſigned for Martinico in the late 
war. = We went in Admiral Pocock's fleet from 
New York to Barbadoes; from thence to Marti- 
nico. When that was taken we roceeded to the 
"AE and took that place cee 

ot diſcharged. 

fe than wert about thitty po dunds, but I 
never regarded money in the Ag nor would I 
tatry to receive my prize-money, left 1. ſhould. 
loſe my chance of- Se En gland. went 
with the Spanifhprifoners to ie ; and e ye 
to" Old Efgland wich the Engliſh prif6hers —I 
cannot deſcribe my Joy" e we were oil 55 
'Ggheof Portſmouth But I Was 71 ved when 


we landed, to hear the inhabitants place 
curſe ard ſwear, and otherwift pr Ter- 


pected t find nothing ſet MI | 
and meekneſ, in this 1 L 

"Rm great perplexities of mind. 55 

Lenquired if any ſerious eee 

thefe. The woman I made this 'enquiry of 45- 
ſwered me in ene affitmatibe and added, eil me 
was one of them I was heartily glad to bear 178 
My ſo. 1 thought 1 could give her my whole 
hear,” She kept à public hHoüſe.— 1 epoſited 
pe her all ide money 1 had not K 
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occafion : 2 thou 
*her.—It was twen e; guineas 
k bans 1-defired her to ink A the beit advantage 


for the Trouble 1 bad given her. I'm 
woman the juſtice to ebe that ſhe did 


bes 


ple, 
FI 755 that all A 8 


Dh ns. Ry Ke: 6 hd, chad hog. abound with 
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e it would be nei 
but fox of 


me 2 hat, and ſome other 

Feet 7m made her N rey hand- 

ap lookin king-afa(s,. that I had brought with 

me Am artinico, in order to 7 — 
o 


A out ſome little for 


uſe; Þdut the nineteen 
incas, and part. * the 


with my watch, ſhe 
d net 8 but denied that Lever gave 


I foon ce I was, at bet 
19 1 of. 27 * 


happineſs w 
but G0, and 1 
could ſcarcely believe it gol- = 
1555 ſo many eminent Chriſ- 


I vad uo 11 
ie a earneſtly. 


ch. wick Ne ano 


1 5 to 1 own houſe. = | =- © neotwoges ig 
9 Sr pra Ad was turned into praiſe. 
— in her power to prevail 

on 
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15 bd 
her who had 33 1 
wro 
dragon ee 


en me no receipt, and 1 had i not to ſhew 
it, I could not dem N 6 bod friend 


2 


was - exeeflively angry with her, and obliged 12 
to gius me back four guineas, which the faid tbe 
gave me out of charity ; tho in fuct it was my o 


and much more. She would have rep ay 
foms rougher means, to oblige her to 
pony ph but I would not fu er ber. 1 4 — 
My GOD is in Heaven.” Si at L di 
d my Toſs in the leaft: all that; fie a mt 
—_ that 1 hid heren difappointed i in Gn ſoma 


little weet and comfortable fociet 
Iſchought the beſt method tar 3 could: take 


now. was to go to Tory out. 
Whitfield, who was the on 0 Peng 44 Nine 


way or her to procure A ing wit out being 


Chriſtian friead outh, and went 
ſtage to London — editable e 


the City; rg. went up With me 
Wise 


ſered to bew me the way Fey: Y 
Tabernuele:!” Kno — wa 170 1 2 
ger, 1 Na ind, 509 of . 


fer; but e 
for going wick me, and likewile inſidted an my 


giving kim Five ſhillin more 
woe be Five ling 25s eee 
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Chriſtian friends, with 11 hoped to enjoy a 


ul 1 knew 
in England, e ly. "dire, e to ſamt | 
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. lace; to board, and Hedge in, 
X could think of, ſome yay! to ſe itle 


= preſſed & great deſire to. ſee. it;, zug ſeed if 1 
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1 
good woman tqok great pains to correct a 


viſe me in that and many other reſpects. 
After I had been in London about tix. weeks 1 
ws recommended to the notice of ſome of of my 
ate maſter | Mr. Fieelandhouſe's . 
who had heard him, ſpeak frequently of me. 
was a0 ee perſuaded by them to go to Holland, — 
My Maſter lived there before h. bought me, 10 
uſed to Tpeak of me 10 reſp fully am 
friends there, that it raiſed in them a 1 La 
ſee me; wall 
the Miniltry, who expreſſed a deſire to hear my 
enperience und examine me. I found that it was 
my, good öl Maſter's defigh that 1 ſhould. have 
gone if Heſhad lived; 2 Witch reaſon I reſolved 
upon going to Holland, and informed my dear 


friend Mr. Whitfield of my intention; he was 
much averſe to my going at firſt, but after I gave 


him my teaſons he appeared very well e 
Ilikewiſe informed my Betty (the good woman 


that I have mentionec aboye) of my determina- 


tion to go to Holland, and I told her that I be- 
lieved that ſhe was to Be my Wife: that if it was 
the LORD's Will | defired it, but not eee 
She made me little anſwer, but has ſince 
told me, ſhe did" not think it at that time. 
I embarked at Tower - Wharf at four o' clock 
in the morning, and arrived at Amſterdam th the 
next day dy three o'clock in the afternooh. | Ih 
ſeveral letters of recommendation to my 'old maſ- 
ter's triends, i who received me very graciouſly.— 
Indeed one of the chief Miniſters was particularly 
good to me; he kept meat his houte a long while, 


and took great pleaſure 1 in afking queſtions, which 
b 49338 SRI C992 Db" et 144 


cutarly the Gentlemen Bat] in 


# 


n 
T anfwered” with delight, (2 alw Ang ety ready te 
ſay, Come wito me all yr the by” car OD, and 1 
wil tell what he hath done for : | 1 cannot 
dut admire the footſteps of avidegrs, aſtoniſhed 
that I ſhould be ſo wonderfully preſerved l Tho? 
the Gtandfon of a King, I have wanted bread, 
and fhould have" bee been gas of the hardeſt cruſt I 
_— ed 5 home, was f. rounded and 
Aves, w that no indifferent perſon 
oven approach me, and clothed with gold, have 
been an 3 with death, and 'fre- 
quently wante( clothin to, (eps me from the 
 inclethenicy 1 ether: yet I never mur- 
mured, not w as 1 N contented. — i am willi 
and even defirous to Ma counted as nothing, a 
ſtranger in the world, and a pilgrim here ; for 
I now that my R DE IMR livethz and Lam 
chankful for Pu: trial and trouble that I have 
met with, as I am not without bogs: that 07 
| Hive been all ſanCtifled to me. 
Tue N oa 2 to hear my * 
pætience from hich. propoſal 5 very 
eb pleaſed with: 10 1 ſtood before thirty eight 
mMiniſters every Thurſday for ſeven. weeks toge- 
ther, and they were all 4 well. fatisfied.— They 
wrote down my Experience as I ſpoke it; and the 
Lob ALMIGHTY was with me at that time in 
à remarkable f manner, and gaye me wards, and 
enabled me ts anſwer them; ſo great was bia 
ho e 2 For blind bea- 


At this time a very rich merchant at-Amfter-, 
dam offered to take me into bis family in the ca- 
city 1 his * and * willingly —_— 


„ N. I 37...) r 
it. He was a gracious worthy gentleman, and 
very good to me. He treated me more like a 
friend than a ſervant, I tarried a- twelvemonth, 
but was not thoroughly contented, I wanted to 
ſee my wife (that is now); and for that reaſon, I 
' wiſhed to return to ENGLAND : I wrote to her 
once in my abſence, but ſhe did not anſwer my 
letter; and 1 muſt acknowledge if ſhe bad, it 
would have given me a leſs opinion of her. 
My Maſter and Miſtreſs perſuaded me much not 
to leave them, and likewiſe their two ſons who 
_ entertained a good opinion of me; and if I had 
found my Betty married on my arrival in Ex- 
' LAND, I ſhoulg' have returned to them again 
JJ 777 a rout 

My Lady purpoſed my ' marrying her. maid 
ſhe was an agreeable young woman, had faved a 
good deal of money, but I could not fancy her, 
though ſhe was willing to accept of me, but I 
told her my inclinations were engaged in Ex- 

LAND, and. I eould think of no other perſon, — 
On my return home I found my Betty diſen- , 
_ gaged. —$he had refuſed ſeveral offers in my ab- 
fence, and told her ſiſter that, ſhe thought, if 
ever ſhe married I was to be her hufband, 
Soon after I came home, I waited on Doctor 
Gifford, who took me into his family, and was 
_ exceedingly good to me. The character of this 
pious worthy Gentleman is well known; my 
praiſe can be of no uſe or ſignification at all. 
I hope [ ſhall ever gratefully remember the many 
_ favours I have received from 'him,—Soon after 
I came to Doctor Gifford I expreſſed a deſire to 
be admiited into their Church, and ſet down 
e D F 
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with them; they told me I muſt firſt be-baptiz- 
ed; fo I gave in my experience before the Church, 
with which they were very well fatisfied, and I 
was baptized by Doctor Gifford with ſome others. 
I then made known my intentions of being mar- 
tied; but I found there were many objections 
againſt it becauſe the perſon 1 bad Rxed on was 

poor. She was a widow, her huſband had left 
der in debt, and with a child, ſo that they per- 
ſuaqded me againſt it out of real regard to me.— 
But Thad promiſed and was reſolved to have her; 
as L knew her to be a gracious woman, ber po- 
verty was no objection to me, as they had no- 
thing elſe to ſay againſt her. When my friends 
found that they could not alter m opinion re- 
ſpecting her, they wrote to Mr. Allen, the Mi- 
niſter ſhe attended, to perſuade. her to leave me; 
but he replied, that he would not interfere at all, 
that we might do as we would, I was reſolved 
that all my wife's little debt ſhould be paid before 
we were married; ſo that I fold; almoſt every 
thing I had, and with all the money I could raiſe 

/ cleared all that ſhe owed, and I never did any 
thing with à better will in all my Life, becauſe 
I firmly believed that we ſhould be very happy 
together, and ſo it proved, for ſhe was given 
me from the LORD, And I have found. her 
a a bleſſed partner, and we never repented, though 
we have gone through many great troubles and 
_ difficulties, 5 - | 
My wife got a very good living by weaving, 
and could do extremely well; but juſt at that 
| | time there was great diſturbance; among the 
© weavers; ſo that I was afraid to let my wife 
| 9 . 5 work, 


PH 
: ' work, leaſt the ; onld, inſiſt on my joining the. 
rioters, which I could not think. of, and, poſlibly, 
if J had refuſed to dg ſo they would have knock- 
ed me on the head — 80 4 by. theſe: mn my 

wife could get no 205 805 ine had I work. 
enough to maintain my fam! We had not yet 
been married a year beſore al. theſe wiertunet 
overtook us. 

Juſt at this time a gentleman, that formed | 
much concerned for us, adviſed me to- go into 
Eſſex with him, and. promiſed ta. get me em- 

ployed —T accepted his kind propoſal, and he 
ſpoke to a friend of his, a, Quaker, a gentleman 
of large fortune, who reſided a little way out of 
the town of Colcheſter ; his name.was Hanbury; 
he ordered his ſte ward to ſet me to work. 

There were ſeveral employed in the ſame way 
with myſelf. I was very thankful and contented 

though my wages were but ſmall.I was allowed 
but eight pence a day, and found myſelf; but 
after I had been in this ſituation for a fortnight, 
my maſter, being told that a Black was at work 
for him, bad an inclination to. ſee me. He was 

pleaſed to talk-to me for ſome time, and at laſt 
_ enquired what wages I had; when 1 told, him, he 
declared it was too little, and immediately or- 
dered his ſteward to oy; me have eighteen pence a 
day, which he conſtantly gave me after; and I 
then did extremely well. 

I did not bring my wife with me: I came fiſt | 
alone, and it was my deſign, if things anſwered 
according to our wiſhes, to ſend for her.—I was 
now thinking to deſire her to come to me, when I 
received a letter to 52 me ſhe was juſt brought 

| 2 to- 


* 


% 
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to-bed, and in want of many neceſſaries,—This 
news was a great trial to me and a freſh affliction: 
but my Gop, faithful and abundant in mercy, 
for ſook me not in this trouble. As I could not 
read-Engliſh, I was obliged to apply to ſome one 
to read the letter I received, relative to m wife. 
I was directed by the good Providence of Gop 
to a worthy young gentleman, a Quaker, and 
friend of my Maſter.—I deſired he would take 
the trouble to read my letter for me, which he 
readily complied with, and was greatly moved 
and affected at the contents; inſomuch that he 
| ſaid he would undertake to make a gathering for 
me, which he did, and was the Fg to contri- 
bute to it himſelf. The money was ſent that 
evening to Lonpow by a perſon who i 
to be going there; nor was this All the goodneſs” 
that I experienced from theſe friends, for, as ſoon, 
as my wife came about and was fit to travel, they 
ſent for her to me, and were at the whole ex- 
pence of her coming; ſo evidently has "the love 
and mercy of Gon appeared through every trou- 
ble that ever I experienced. We went on very 
comfortably all the ſummer.— We lived in a little 
cottage near Mr. Hanbury's houſe; but when 
the winter came on I was diſcharged, as he had 
no further occaſion' for me. And now the proſ- 
pect began to darken upon us again” We thought 
it moſt adviſeable to move our habitation a little 
nearer to the town, -as the houſe we lived in was 
very cold, wet, and ready to tumble down. 1 
The bouridleſs goodneſs of 'GOD to me has 
been ſo very great, that with the moſt humble 
nw l oy to * myſelf before im, 3 
or 
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ſor 1 1 been wonderfully ſupported in ay 
affliction. My GOD, never-left me. I per- 
ceived ligh: fill. chrou h the thickeſt darkneſs, 
My dear wife and I were now both unemploye 
ed, we conld get nothing to do. The winter 


proved remarkably ſevere, and we were reduced 7 


to the greateſt diſtreſs imaginable, I was always 


very [hy of aſkiog for any thing; 1 could never 


beg; neither did I chuſe to make known our 
wants .to any perſon, for fear of offending, a8 
pe were entire ſtrangers; but oun laſt bit of bread 
_ gone, and I was obliged. to think of ſome- 


5 hing to do for our ſupport t—l did not mind for 


my ſelf at all; but to ſee my dear wife and chil- 
dren in want 'pierced me to the heart. l now 
blamed myſelf for bringing her from London, 
as doubtleſs had we continued there we might 

have found friends to keep us ftom ſtarving. The 
ſnow was at this ſeaſon remarkably deep; ſo that 


we could ſee no proſpect of. being relieved, In 


this melancholy ſituation, not knowing what ſtep 
10 urſue, I reſolved to make my caſe known to 

entleman's Gardiner that lived near us, and 
eh him to employ me: but when I came to 


him my courage failed me, and I was aſhamed to 


make known our real ſituation. I endeavoured 
all I could to prevail on him to ſet: me to work, 


but to no purpoſe: he aſſured me it was not in 
| his power: but 172 as I was about to leave him, 


be aſked me if I would accept of ſome Carrots ? 


I took them with great thank fulneſs, and carried 
them home: he ee me four, they were very 


urge and fine. e had nothing to make fire 
with, ſo ä could not boil them: but 
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was cho to have them to eat raw. Our you 

child was quite an infant; ſo that my Lite was 
obliged to chew it, and fed her in that manner 
for ſeveral days. We allowed ourfelves but one 
every day, leaſt they ſhould not Haft "tiff we could 
get ſome other ſupply. I was anwilling to cat at 
all myſelf; nor would I take any the laſt day that 
we continued in this fituation, as I could not 
bear the thought that my dear wife and children 
would be in want of every means of fupport. We 
lived in this manner, till our carrots were all gone: 
then my wife began to lament becauſe of our 
poor babies; but I comforted her all I could, ſtill 
hoping and belewing that my GOD would not let 
us die, but that it would pleaſe him to relieve us; 
which Hie did by almoſt a miracle. 

We went to bed, as uſual, before it was quite 
dark (becauſe we had neither fire nor candle), but 
had not been there long before fome perſon 
knocked at the door, and enquired if James Al- 
dert lived there? I anfwered in the affirmative, and 
roſe immediately : as fon as I opened the door, 
I found it was the ſervant of an eminent Atto 
who reſided at Colcheſter. He aſked me, how f 
was with me? and if I was not almoſt ſtarved? I 
burſt out a crying, and told him, I was indeed. 
He ſaid his = fuppoſed ſo, and that he want- 
ed to ſpeak with me, and that! muſt teturn with 
him. Fhis gentleman's name was Daniel; 4 
was a fincere good Chriſtian, He uſed to Ren 
and talk with me frequently when 1 worked in the 
road for Mr. Hanbury, and would have employ- 
ed me himſelf, if I had wanted work. - When 1 
3 n houſe, he told me 1 he lad thoug 904 


a good 


a good deal . meal 
805 that I muſt be in 
tisſied till he ſeat to enquire after me- Im 
rs fy har 2 at which he was 
affecte generouſy gave me a guinea; 
promiſed to he kind to me in future, I could 
not help enclaiming. O the eee | 
my Ged/! I prayed unto Him, and be 
me; I truſted in Him and He has preſerved: 
where ſhall 1 begin to praiſe Mien, or how ſhal 
1 love Him enough 2 ' 

L went immediately and hought fome bread 
and cheeſe. and coal, and: carried it home. Mx 
dear wife was rg9iced to, ſoe me return. with fame- 
thing to eat. She inſtantly got up and dreſſed 
23 and the, rſt 
Nobilizy in the land never made a more comfort- 
able ineal. We did nat forget ta thank the 
LORD. for all his goadneſy/to, ug. —<—Soop after 
this, as the  fpring sante on, Mr.-Peter-Dabiel 
employed me in helping to pull down a; houſs, 

and te- building it. I had then very good: work, 
and full emplax. He ſent for my wife and cbhil- 
dren to. Colcheſter, and provided us a houſe when 
we lived very comfortably.— I hope 1 fall always 

te fully acknowledge his kindneſs to wylalf and and 
wr — worked at this houſe ſor more than 4 
year, till it was finiſhed ; and after that I was. 

employed by ſeveral ſucceflively, and was neter 
ſo happy as when I had ſomething to do: but 
perceiving the winter coming on, and work rather 
lack, I was apprehenſive that we ſhould again be 
in want ot en troubleſome to our *. 


2 4 T8 
of Thad at ths time an dffer made me eh 
Norwich, and having conſtant employ 
wife ſaemed pleaſed with this Were as ſhe 980 
poſed ſhe might get work tbere in the weaving 
manufactory, enn the buſineſs ſhe was brough 
up to, and more likely to ſucceed there than any 
other place; and we thought as we had an rotor 
tunity of moving to a town where we could both 
be employed, it was moſt adviſeabie to do ſo ; and 
that probably we might ſettle there for our lives. 
— When this ſtep was reſolved on, I went firſt 
alone, to ſee how it would anſwer, which I very 
much repented after; for it was not in my power 
immediately to ſend my wife any ſupply, as I fell 
into the hands of a maſter that was neither kind 
nor conſiderate, and ſhe was reduced to great diſ- 
treſe, ſo that ſhe was obliged to ſell the few goods 
| that we had; and when I ſent for her, was under 
_ the diſagreeable neceſſity of parting with our bed. 
+ 5 When ſhe came to Norwich, T hired a room 
= ready furniſhed—I experienced a great deal of dif- 
ference in the carriage of my mafler from what 1 
had been accuſtomed to from ſome of my other 
maſters. He was very irregular in his payments 
8 . to me - My wife hired a loom, and wove all the 
leiſure time ſhe had; and we began to do dery 
well, till we were overtaken by treſh misfortunes, 
- | Our three poor children fell ill of the ſmall pox. 
2 | This was a great trial to us; but fill I was per- 
f ſuaded in myſelf we ſhould not be forſaken ; and 
I did all in my power to keep my dear partner's 
ſpirits from ſinking. — Her whole attention now 
was taken up by the children, as ſhe could mind 
nothing elſe; and all I could get was but little to 
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ſupport a family in ſuch a ſituation, beſide pay ing for 
the hire of our room, which I was obliged to omit 
doing ſeveral weeks: but the woman to whom we 
were indebted would not excuſe us, though I promiſed 
ſhe ſhould have the very firſt money we could get af- 
ter my children came about; but -ſhe would not be 
ſatisfied, and had the cruelty to threaten us that if we 
did not pay her immediately ſhe would turn us all into. 
EZ. C000 ot hen 
The apprehenſion of this plunged me in the 
deepeſt diſtreſs, conſidering the fituation of my poor 
babies: if they had been in health I ſhould have been 
leſs ſenſible of this misfortune; But My GOD, ill 
faithful to his promiſe, raiſed me a friend. Mr. Hen- 
ry Gurney, a Quaker, a gracious gentleman, heard 
of our difireſs, he ſent a ſervant of his own to the wo- 
man we hired the room of, paid our rent, and bought 
1 the goods, with my wife's loom, and gave it'us 
Some other gentlemen hearing of his defign were 
Pleaſed to aſſiſt him in theſe generous acts, for which 
we never can be tharkful enough; after this my chil- 
dren ſcon came about; we began to do pretty well 
again; my dear wife worked hard and conſtant when 
ſhe could get work, but it was upon a diſagreeable 
footing, as her employ was ſo uncertain, ſometimes 
ſhe could get nothing to do and at other times when 
the weavers of Noravich bad orders from Lonpon 
they were ſo exce ſſively hurried, that the people they 
employed were often obliged to work on Sundays; 
but this my wife would never do, and it was matter 
of uneaſineſs to us that we could not get our living 
in a regular manner, though we were both diligent, 
induſtrious, and willing to work. I was far from 
being happy in my Maſler, he did not uſe me well; 
I could ſcarcely ever get my money from him + but 
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Foomioned patient till ir pleaſed OO te alter my 
„My worthy friend Mr. Gurney adviſed me to fol- 
low: the employ of chopping chaff, and bought me 
an inſtrument for that: purpoſe. There were but few 
penple in the-town that made this their buſineſs 'de- 
fede myſeif z ſo hat I did very well indeed, and we 
long in this comfortable ſtate: Many of the inferior 
people were envious und ill ratored, and ſet up the 
fame employ, and worked: under price-on p to 
get my buñhneſe from me, and they ſucceeded ſo well 
that I could hardly get any thing to do, and became 
unfortunate: Nor did this misfortune come 
alane, for juſt at this time we loſt one of our little 
_ gick, whodied of = fever; this circumftance occafion- 
ed us new: troubles, for the Baptiſt Miniſter refuſed to 
bury her becauſe we were not their members. The 
Parſon of the pariſh denied us becauſe ſhe had never 
been baptized. I applied to the Quakers, but met 
with no fucceſs; this was one of the greateſt trials I 
ever met with, as we-did not know what to do with 
our poor baby —— At length I Tefolved to dig a 
grave in the garden behind the honſe, and bury ber 

there ; when the Parton of the pariſt ſent. for me to 

tell me he would bury the child, but did not chuſe 

40 read the burial ſervice over her. I told bim I did 

. not mind ubether be would or not, as the child could 


not hear it. 8 . | 
We:met wich a great den! of il] treatment after 
' this, and found:it very difficult to live.—We could 
ſcarcely get work to do, and were obliged to pawn 
our-cloaths. We were ready to ſink under our trou- 
bles:— When I propoſed to my wife to go to Kidder- 
meer, aud try if we could do there. I had always 
an inclinatian fer that place, and now more than 
| 8 - - ever, 
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ever, as I had heard Mr. Fawcet mentioned in the 


moſt reſpectſul manner, as a pious worthy Gentle- 
man, and I had ſeen his name in a favourite book of 
mine, Baxter's Saints Everlaſting Re; and as the 
Manufactory of Kidderminſter ſeemed to promiſe my 


wife ſome employment, ſhe readily came into my 


way of thinking. DE, | 
I left her once more, and ſet out for K:dd:rminfer, 
in order to judge if the ſituation would ſuit us.—As 


| ſoon as I came there I waited immediately on Mr. 


Fawcet, who was pleaſed to receive me very kindly, 


and recommended me to Mr. Watſon, who employed 
me in twiſting filk and worſted together. I conti- 


nued here about a fortnight, and when I thought 
it would anſwer our ex tion, I returned to Nor- 
wich to fetch my wife; ſhe was then near her time, 
and too much indiſpoſed. So we were obliged to 
tarry until ſhe was brought to bed, and as ſoon as 
ſhe could conveniently travel we came to K;gdzer- 
_ min/ier, but we brought nothing with us, as we were 


obliged to feil all we had to pay our debts, and the 


. expences of my wife's illneſs, Wc. 


Such is our ſituation at preſent. My wife does 
every thing that can be expected from her towards 


the maintenance of our family; and Gop is pleaſed 
to incline the hearts of his People at times to yield 
us their charitable aſſiſtance ; being myſelf through 


age and infirmity able to contribute but little co their 


1 appor t. 
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